
W h y d i d n ' t Grace c l ean i t s p r o p e r t i e s b e f o r e l e a v i n j f ' b b y ?
To the Edi tor:

I read headlines t i t c "A T o w nLeft to Die," and "Asbestos DeathH a u n t s Libby." This mak« mesick!All I know is thai p e o p l e aredying f rom asbcstosis every day. If e e l sympathy for al l themine workers and their f a m i l i e s .This entire situation d e e p l y saddensme. The mine has basically beenckwcd for 10 years. Now t e l l mewhy the properties thai they ownedwere not ckaned up be fore W.R.Grace left Libby? Why was theproperty sold? Why was the buyernot informed? Why did they do thisto my f a m i l y ? Would they havedone it to their own? My entiref a m i l y has been exposed to {hHkilter, mother, fctber, lister, broth-er-in-law, nieces tod ncphews.hu*- ,band and child. I want soov* *n-' '. .I currently live in Libby with .myhusband -Kevin and my daughterKat i e . My parents «rc Mti andLerah Parker of Raintree Nursery.Kevin and ] moved here in 1 994 tobe close to my family. When we

arrived here in Libb> we stayed on
rav p a t e n t s p r o p e r t y for iibout 6months. My d a u g h t e r was only ayear old w l t en we signed s p e n d i n gmany hour* cm tin? property. At thist ime we had no idea cf the prob-lems,I worked at the Rjuntree Nurseryfor f i v e years. The v er tn i cu l i t c iseverywhere on the property.C l e a n u p was an everyday thing.The wind would blow dust part ic le saJI over. We spent every' summerfor the last six years sweeping inthe long shed. The dusi was un-bearable at limes. The sad thing, isthat it wasn't ju s t Me! and Lerahand their employees , h was theirgrandchildren thai were spendingthe summer there.I was astonished by the results ofthe testing thai had been done on.; cny parents* property. The levels ofhazardous air and material are ei- ,.".'credibly high. I t ' s devastating t o• think that we worked and played , :.day tn and day out on thu contami-nated property. W.R. Grace never .gave, us me choice. They p i c k e d ; ;o u r destiny f o r u s . . : . : ' • •

1 wish someone could t e l l rot-
how much exposure it a c t u a l l ylako. I am very concerned for myf a m i l y . My parents have spent 6years improving thai property. Lit-tle did they know it was k i l l i n gthem. T h i s never should have nap-peoed, >Ve should never have beenexposed lo th i s k i l l e r .My daughter b now seven yearsold. She has been on the propertyfor stx years. She worked with meand her grandparents nearly every-day. I can't express to you bow th i smakes me f e e l . I wonder if thesepeople who left th i s mess would lettheir chi ldren or grandchi ldren onthis property? 1 don't think so.Someone please t e l l me whatam ] supposed to do. Just wait?What they have done is complete lyunacceptable. Mot one person inmy f a m i l y should hav« to be going .through this. My daughter askedroe the other day if grandma andgrandpa were going to die f t o m liv-big on the property. How am I sup-

; posed to explain that maybe theywilt and maybe her parents andn«>«;iff lp6rtimtiy: herself?

It has been six years, b a s i c a l l yher entire life, is tha: enough of anexposure 1 :' I thin*, one day waimore then she ever should havebeen exposed. They nevet gave hera chance. They nevtr gave any ofus a chance.
1 pray every day thai we will beblessed with good health and longlife. No matter how 1 wish andpray it wi l t never take away thefact that there is a very- goodchance that if not alt of cny f a m i K .part of my f a m i l y w i l l die from as-
. 1 c a n ' t change t h e past, a n d i i ' sunfortunate that 1 do not look f o r -ward to the fu ture . ] can't foreseeany posit ive outcome. There havebeen 10 lives directly a f f e c t e d bythai .property. Ten more J i v e s thatnever should have been exposed.W,R. Grace had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t yand they kt us down. They let rocdown, 1 hope to God they can s l eep. at night because not a day wilt goby that I won't blame them forput t ing my f a m i l y in this s i tuation.1 guarantee 1 will not go quietly.Urab CasUetoo

f i o w many p e o p l e do they contaminate b e fore being accountable?
To the Editor: :] can't sh by and just do nothinganymore. WJL Grace has caused iomany problems for my fami ly. Myoxmc b Tina Matsoo and Me! sodLerah Parker of Raintree Nursery aremy uoieuLs. •1 can't believe WJt Grace caneven thick of bringing my parents'foam down. Especially af t er placingan of our lives in jeopardy. Who dothey think they are?They sold a piece of land thatthey contaminated. They sold it towell-known business owners. Itwould nave been impossible forWJL Grace to not of known that thiswas going to be used for a nurserybusiness. My parents have workedfor years improving the property.W.R. Grace Will DOS admit that

there is a problem. The}' never ' •:would nave been able to sell if the
:'lnitb would have been revealed. ;Their greed is disgusting: I wonder ifthe money from se l l ing this contami-nated property was worth it? They :don't care that they made a few dol-lars at the expense of our lives and ;.livelihood. .' :: My parents bought that land fromWJt Grace and turned it into a |thriving business. They invited .'.;friends and f a m i l y to enjoy theirbeautiful property with them. Now :'i t ' s all gone. W.R. Grace .has ruinedthem. Their business is gooe. iheirfuture b gone, and all we can hopefor is their heahh.I wander if diese W.R. Gracelawyers would like to just wait •around to f ind out whether or not .

tbiy were going to die from asbesto-sis*? Worse yet, their children and"grandchildren? We won' t know formany years,- • •.:;: Mcl and Lerah arc forced to justwait to see if their grandchildren willbe around to graduate from highschool. That is, if they are stillaround. Ail of this pain for p r o f i t s .; :.; :WJi. Grace has caused so manyproblems. Now they are f i g h t i n g tomake lure they don't lose too muchf t o m their pockets: How dare they.They will never be able to payenough for the pain they havecaused. They have crushed ray f irm-ly, my parents and my sister's fami-ly. God help these people who didmil to my f a m i l y , they will need all- the help they can get. They havetaken pan in k i l l ing people. In my

eyes, mis b a form of murder,manslaughter at the very least Nowwe arc jus t waiting it out to see if wewill survive.W.R. Grace did this to us. Theyrefuse to admit it or take any bbme.When the mine closed all this comamiration should have been buried.Their idea now is to "spot dean" me"hot areas." What is this? They d i d -n't do it right the fus t time, and nowthey don't want to do h right thesecond time. How many people dothey have to contaminate be fore theyare held accountable for their action.They never should nave bad thechance to contaminate my fami ly .God forbid we kt them to it to any-one else. Tina MatsonWilson, N . C ,


